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Dear Parents and Students,

| am extremely excited that you are considering this decision to serve God by going on this mission trip.
It is my sincere prayer that God will reveal his will to you in this time that you prayerfully consider
sending your child on this trip, if you are a parent, or going on this trip, if you are a student. Mission trips
are big part of what we do in our ministry and it is one way that students can live out their faith, meet
the needs of people, but most importantly, grow closer to God.

This year, for Jr. High, we will be heading to Green Bay, WI, June 13"-18". After much prayer and

consideration, this was decided because there is a great need in Green Bay, pretty much right here in
our own back yard in Wisconsin. It is the desire of this mission trip that we can impact Green Bay for the
Kingdom of God, and help in the mindset that the serving done in Green Bay can also be done right here
in Waukesha.

We will currently be teaming up with three other churches and working through YouthWorks Inc. to go
and serve the community in Green Bay. Through a number of different opportunities, such as children
programs and serving the elderly, just to name a couple, the students will get an opportunity to serve
and make a tremendous impact on the people there. This is an amazing opportunity to show them the
love of God.

Even though we will be working and serving a lot during the week, we will still be having a lot of fun as
well. This includes an end of the week trip to Noah’s Ark in the Wisconsin Dells, as well as evening
activities every night during the week that the YouthWorks staff organizes.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.

Sincerely,

Brandon Stephenson
Director of Student Ministries
RiverGlen Christian Church
262-968-5252 ext. 208
brandon@riverglen.cc




Mission Site Information

Information for Parents about YouthWorks
Green Bay

Who is YouthWorks?

YouthWorks is a youth mission organization created to serve youth, communities and the church. Itis a
multidenominational ministry that provides youth with a life-changing experience by allowing them to be the
hands and feet of Christ and to see God move in a new way. The mission trip opens their eyes to both situations
and relationships in different communities and allows them to serve side by side with their peers, learn from
leaders and deepen their relationship with Jesus.

For the last fifteen years, YouthWorks has partnered with thousands of churches to provide week-long mission
trips to communities across the U.S., Mexico, Puerto Rico and Canada. In this last summer alone, over 38,000
youth and adult leaders from over 2,000 churches went on YouthWorks mission trips!

Tell me about Green Bay.

Green Bay, Wisconsin has all the amenities of a big city, but offers the simple pleasures and relaxed pace of a
smaller town. The Green Bay of Lake Michigan, for which the city is named, offers a beautiful setting to bask in the
sun. While the city has been consistently recognized as a great place to live, this is not the case for all residents.
There still are those who struggle with poverty and even homelessness. Through ministry at homeless shelters and
through outreach to both children and the elderly, your group will have a unique opportunity to shine the light of
Christ into the darker parts of this city.

What happens during a typical YouthWorks day?

Youth will assist in meal preparations, participate in personal devotion time, work at the various ministry sites,
experience fun and cultural evening activities and engage in a Club time, that includes worship, games, skits and a
talk. The ministry work incorporates a variety of opportunities to minister to the diverse population of Green Bay,
whether through serving at kid’s programs, visiting the elderly, painting homes or assisting ministry organizations.

Safety is our top priority.

YouthWorks sets up safe sites in which youth can do real ministry and encounter God. Each site is run by four well
trained, organized staff. Each person is certified in CPR and First Aid. The staff lives in the community all summer
long creating relationships and becoming very familiar with the area. Our rule of three is set up to ensure that your
teenager will never be anywhere alone or without a supervising adult. We also require that each adult leader
attending the mission trip (from all groups that attend) has had a background check completed on them within the
last three years. Additional rules and boundaries will be explained on site by our staff to ensure that each person
knows specific ways to accomplish a safe and meaningful mission trip.

There is also a page on the YouthWorks website that has been created just for you!
Go to www.youthworks.com and click on the “parents” tab to learn even more about YouthWorks.




Green Bay

Who Can Go:

Youth: Junior High Students
e Entering 7" grade in the fall of 2010 through current 9" graders.

Adults: 1 leader for every 5 students
e Male and female adult leaders are required if bringing students of both genders.

Travel Information:

Arrival/Departure: Arrive at mission site between 4:30 PM and 6:00 PM on Sunday. Depart
mission site by 9:30 AM of Friday.

Vehicles: You will need to have enough seatbelts for each person attending the mission trip with
your group. This site can only accommodate standard 15 passenger vans or smaller.

About the Ministry:

Participants serve in a variety of ways during a YouthWorks mission trip. Students may spend all week at one
ministry or switch between ministries during the week. Our goal is to partner with local organizations and
programs that seek to address the very basic needs of residents. Students may serve at places like: Children’s
Programs, Elderly Centers, Soup Kitchens/Homeless Shelters and Thrift Stores. We cannot confirm until all groups
arrive exactly what ministries your students will be a part of during the week. We ask that you come with a willing
and flexible spirit!

Evening Activities:

Evening activities during a YouthWorks week are designed to give participants an insight into the lives of local
residents and the culture of the area. A list of evening/cultural activities we have done in the past include: taking
part in a community prayer drive through the city; visit Bay Beach amusement park; visit the Packer’s Hall of Fame;
and attend a community cookout. These are examples of what your group might partake in during your mission
week. These examples are subject to change due to weather or availability. In case of change, suitable substitutes
will be provided. We try to arrange for free evening activities, but from time to time, an additional cost may be
required for an activity. Please plan to bring an additional $10 per person to cover any extra costs. We will confirm
the details closer to your trip.




A Look at the Community

Established in 1634 on the shores of Lake Michigan, Green Bay is the oldest settlement in
the Midwest. Both Native American and European influences have made the city what it is
today—a melting pot of tradition and culture. Perhaps the city’s proudest tradition in recent
history is that of its beloved NFL football team, the Green Bay Packers. Each year, fans pack
the grounds of Lambeau Field, often in freezing temperatures, to cheer on their team with
great excitement. The city welcomes visitors to ride the rails at the National Railroad
Museum or experience Native American culture at the Oneida Nation Museum. Green Bay
has often been rated one of the most family-friendly cities by many national surveys, which
is perhaps just one reason that 102,726 people call it home today. Green Bay’s frequent
recognition for low crime and low cost of living tend to mask the fact that there still are
many families in need here. Over 10 percent of the population lives below the poverty line,
including nearly 13 percent of those under age 18 and 9 percent over age 65. Local homeless
shelters serve an average of over 300 people per day, mostly children. These are just some
of the residents we invite you to love and serve during your visit to Green Bay.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Arrival: Between 4:30pm — 6:00pm

Monday-Thursday

Breakfast: 7:00am — 8:00am
Devotions: 8:00am — 8:30am
Depart for Ministry Sites: 9:00am
Shower/Dinner Prep Time: 3:30pm —5:30pm
Adult Leaders’ Meeting: 5:00pm

Dinner: 5:30pm —6:30pm
Evening Activity: 6:30pm — 8:30pm
Evening Programming: 9:00pm — 10:00pm
Church Group Time: 10:00pm —11:00pm
Prepare for Bed/Lights Out: 11:00pm —11:15pm

Friday Departure: Between 9:00am and 9:30am

*We make every effort to follow a schedule similar to this at each site,
but it could change based on community needs. We ask for your
flexibility throughout the week.




Travel Itinerary Overview

Sunday, June 13"

1:30 PM Check In, Load Vans, Group Prayer
2:00 PM Depart for Green Bay, WI
4:30 PM Arrive at YouthWorks site in Green Bay, WI

Sunday PM-Friday AM YouthWorks Schedule (attached, page 5)

Friday, June 18"

8:30 AM Depart for Noah’s Ark (Wisconsin Dells)
(Eat lunch prior to arrival of the park)
12:00 PM Arrive at Noah’s Ark
5:00 PM Depart for RiverGlen
(Eat dinner prior to arrival at RiverGlen)
7:30 PM Arrive at RiverGlen Christian Church




Expectations & Logistics

RiverGlen Student Ministry:

Track all donations for each student and report them to parents by May 1° & June 1%
Provide safe care & leadership of your child through the duration of the trip.

Assist, as needed, with support raising.

Provide updates throughout the trip.

Parents:

Pray for your child and this trip on a regular basis.

Turn in all paperwork in a timely manner.

Complete payment by June 6.

Assist child, as needed, with support raising and follow up.

Check packing list with child and secure any necessary items.

Ensure that the clothes your child packs is in compliance with YouthWorks clothing
policy.

Students:

Pray about the trip leading up to, during, and after it happens.

Utilize the support raising ideas to fulfill all financial requirements, before and after the
trip.

Treat EVERYONE you are around with Christ-like love and respect.

NO ENERGY DRINKS!

Understand the traveling in a large group is different than a family vacation.

Come with and open heart and mind to God. Be ready for spiritual life to grow and
change.

Be flexible. Every mission trip has changes and adaptations. Know that it’s not going to
be exactly how you think it will be.




YouthWorks Clothing Policy

For Students & Adults
YouthWorks loves the community where you are serving this summer! Because of this, we ask
that you recognize that your words, actions and appearance during your week contribute to the
way we present ourselves to a community. Choosing modest clothing helps to avoid
distractions in our representation of Christ. We ask that you choose apparel consistent with the
following guidelines. We appreciate your help in creating a safe, respectful, distraction-free
environment for your mission experience.

Please Bring

Loose-Fitting Clothing

During the week your clothes may endure paint,
sweat, mud and lots of love from children! Bring
clothes that you can work and play hard in.

Closed —Toe Shoes

To prevent injury, you need to bring a pair of shoes
that you don’t mind getting dirty or wet at work sites
and that you can wear in the kitchen.

One-Piece Swimsuits

Although we won’t swim at every YouthWorks site,
swimsuits are a good idea for additional privacy in
the showers. Please choose modest swimsuits for
swimming activities. If you do not bring a one-piece
for swimming, you’ll be asked to wear a t-shirt over
it.

Mid-Thigh or Longer Shorts (or pants)

You will bend, twist, sit, climb and crawl as you love
and serve communities. Short shorts will only get
shorter with these activities. A good measure is to let
your arms fall to your side —if your fingers touch skin,
bring a longer pair of shorts. We recommend that
you bring Capri pants.

Please Don®Bring

Apparel that Distracts

Including . ..

eTank Tops (sleeveless shirts)eShort Shorts
¢Clothing that Reveals Undergarments
¢Clothing that Reveals Midriffs or Chests

Apparel that . . .

eIncludes obscene, vulgar, abusive or
discriminatory language or images

eAdvertises or promotes alcohol, chemical, tobacco
or any other product illegal for use by minors
eRepresents threatening or hate group and gang-
related clothing

Why Not?

We represent Christ in the communities that we
serve. These “prohibited” clothing items often work
against, not for, our efforts to serve as the hands
and feet of Jesus. This distracting apparel can be
disrespectful and damaging to our long-term
relationship building within a community.

We don’t want to be the “clothing police” and we know that you don’t want us to be either. So

we ask for you to understand this clothing policy and follow it. YouthWorks staff will ask the

adult leaders to enforce the policy by asking you to change you clothing if it is believed to be a

distraction. Thank you for your cooperation!




Packing List

Carefully read the clothing policy and pack accordingly.

Reusable water bottle (extremely important)-YouthWorks does provide drinking water
Bible and pen

Sun block, lip balm, hat (to protect you from the sun), sunglasses

Long pants (for cool nights and/or work projects)*

Long sleeved shirts and sweatshirts (for cool nights and/or work projects)*

Short sleeved shirts (No sleeveless shirts or tank tops)

Appropriate length shorts (see clothing policy)

Nice, clean clothes for possible worship service*

Light jacket (for cool nights)*

Tennis shoes (must be closed-foot)

Underwear and socks

Bath towel, wash cloth, and one-piece swimsuit for showering and possible evening activities
(We ask that you bring a swimsuit for showering because not all of our communities offer
private showers. If a swimsuit is not needed for an activity, it is OK to wear a two-piece swimsuit
for showering.)*

Shower shoes

Small shower bag or backpack

Soap, shampoo, deodorant, other toiletries (extra contact lenses, backup pair of glasses)
Sleeping bag and pillow

Air mattress or foam camping pad (we will sleep on floors)

Must be twin size or smaller

Spending money for snacks and t-shirt purchases (talk to your trip leader for details)
Insect repellant (not every person needs to bring—coordinate with others in your group)*
Flashlight

Reusable lunch bags/boxes

*The Site Director will connect with your Trip Leader to talk through specific packing list items.

Notes on Packing

Because space is limited in the sleeping rooms, everything but the sleeping bag and camping pad or air
mattresses must fit in one duffel bag or suitcase.

Please check the local weather forecast for your site to make sure that you pack accordingly.

DO NOT BRING:
e Blow dryers, curling or straightening irons because the shower time is short and because many
of our housing sites do not have power to run all of these small electronics at one time.
IPods, electronic games, portable CD players, cell phones (adults may bring cell phone for the
purpose of emergency calls), other valuables, or too much cash. These items can distract you
from others during the week and may be susceptible to theft.
YouthWorks is not responsible for any lost or stolen items.




Financial Obligations and Support Raising

Cost: $540.00
Cover: YouthWorks fees, transportation, fuel, Noah’s Ark, T-shirt.

Students must pay for their meals while traveling as well as any extra things
they may want to buy.

Registration: $100 and commitment form due at registering.

Final Payment: All money is due by June 6™




Support Raising:
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¢ Total amount needed: $540, most people give around $25
¢ Around 25 — 35 names should be adequate

¢ Don’t think you can only send to Christians—everyone likes to see a kid who’s making a
positive difference in their world!
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e For their well-being
¢ For God to bless their lives, whether they give or not
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opportunity to be a part of the mission trip, to make a difference, and to receive
blessings from God because they gave

-
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¢ We have people raising mission trip support on an on-going basis at RiverGlen
¢ We don’t want anyone to feel like it’s Girl Scout cookie time
¢ Send to your close friends from RiverGlen and leave it at that
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¢ Hopefully your child will choose to go on a mission trip every summer. Think about long-term
financial options.
e Examples:
e Child must earn money to pay for their trip every-other year
e Child must earn money to pay for 1/2 their trip each year
* Phrase your support letter to let people know that this will be an annual event that you'd like
them to be a part of. It’s not just one trip; one summer . .. it's about a long-term investment
into the spiritual growth the child, as well as the service they will provide to a variety of places.
¢ Create a list of all possible donors and divide up who the letters are sent to each year.
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recap letter.
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student, upon return
* Include a few pictures if at all possible



Sample Support Raising Letter

Month, Day Year
Dear (Name of Person):

This summer, | have the opportunity to learn about my world, grow my relationship with God,
and serve others . .. allinthesameweek. Thi s mi ssion trip willt enab
linesd and serve. | t iTsis tapwill ke place Jumed 3" i@ e2R10.0 f s ¢

We will be going through an organization called YouthWorks. We will be serving to the people
in Green Bay, Wisconsin. We will be involved in a variety of activities through various
community organizations. | am excited about the chance | get to stretch my faith and build
relationships with the people of YouthWorks and in Green Bay.

I 6d I'i ke to invite you to plrstgndsremosati wil néedyotrhi s
prayers during this time of preparation and planning for this trip. Secondly, | am required to

raise my funding for this trip . . . just like missionaries who serve God full-time on the mission

field. The cost of this trip is $540.00 and this includes everything | need from the time | leave
Waukesha until the time | return. Toward this financial need, | plan to contribute some of my

own personal savings and ask others for support as well.

Would you please prayerfully consider if you would be able to help support me? At the end of
the trip | would be happy to give you an account of what we did and how things went.

I have to have the trip paid in full by June 6th. It is very important that | meet this deadline, so
your support is needed.

If you can give, please make your check payable RiverGlen Christian Church and send it to the
church with the enclosed payment form. All donations are tax deductible.

Thank you for your time and consideration. My telephone number is 123-456-7890 and my e-
mail address is someone@something.com. Please contact me if you have any questions or

want further information. 1 look forward to hearing from you soon.

In Christ,

Your Name




Mission Trip Payment Form
(to be included with support letters)

Support Form For:

Donor 6s

Address:

| would like to donate $ for the Green Bay mission trip.

Please make your check payable to RiverGlen Christian Church.
Please attach check to this form and mail to:

RiverGlen Christian Church
ATTN: Brandon Stephenson
S31 W30601 Sunset Drive
Waukesha, WI 53189




Forms, forms & more forms...

. RiverGlen Discipline & Medical Release Form

. RiverGlen Student/Parent Mission Trip Covenant
. YouthWorks Release Form (2 sided)

. Submit a copy of your insurance card

. YouthWorks Covenant

*These will be available in late February!

*Please fill out Commitment Form found on next page to turn in with $100
deposit.




St udMame 6 s

Student Ministry 2010 Mission Trip
Jr. High

Commitment Form

Address

Home Phan

Cell Phone

Email address

T-Shirt Size(s):

Large Extra Large XX Large

Large

Name ofParents:

(paren) definitely plan for my child

(child)to go on the Green Bay, WI Mission Trip that will take place

June 13r-18t, 2010. | will also pay the nonrefundalk4.00 registration fee that will be applied to the
overall cost of the trip. | also understand tihat cost of the trip $540.00and all money is due by June
6th. | am stating my commitment that my chilchtiéind this trip, all forms will be filled out in a timely
manner and all money will be paid by the due date.

Estimated trip cost, including transportation, housing andeiomept for traveling daydpr the duration
of our trip will be approximately540.00 per person. This will be paiy June 6.

All checks personal or support donation checks need to be made out to RiverGlen Christian Church.

Parent Signature:




NOTES:



